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From the Editor  
 

Greetings, 
 

Once again it is an honor and 

pleasure to bring to you the 

second edition of The Texas 

Prince Hall Freemason.  I 

had the unique opportunity to 

view numerous photographs 

and articles which the Prince Hall Masonic 

Family submitted.  I want to personally thank 

each of the Lodges and the Masonic Districts 

for taking the time to capture History.  I addi-

tionally wish to thank the Concordant and 

Appendant Bodies for their submissions.  The 

publication is truly becoming a valued com-

munication tool.  Lastly, we would like to 

receive ñLetters to the Editorò regarding Free-

masonry or comments to articles which we 

have published.  Have a great 2011! 

 

Fraternally,  

H.P.M. Burrell D. Parmer 

 

The Texas Prince Hall Freemason accepts  

submissions of articles and photographs of 

general interest to Prince Hall Masons 

throughout the Lone Star State.  The Texas 

Prince Hall Freemason is published quarterly 

in the months of November, February, May 

and August.  Submissions of articles and pho-

tographs are to be forwarded to the publica-

tionôs Editor via email.   Articles and photo-

graphs become the property of the publication 

and the right is reserved to edit and use the 

articles and photographs as deemed necessary.  

Deadline for submissions is the 15th day of 

the preceding quarter.   Articles are to be sub-

mitted using Microsoft Word (Arial 11) and 

photographs should be in JPEG format  (150 - 

300 dpi) and captioned (Times New Roman 

11).   Send all submissions to parmermasonic-

traveler@hotmail.com.  Permission to reprint 

original articles appearing in The Texas 

Prince Hall Freemason is granted to all   

recognized Masonic publications. 
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    I bring you greetings in the name of the Grand Architect of the Universe, our Heavenly 
Father.  As we embark on a new year, we can only say that we, the Texas Prince Hall 
Masonic Family have been truly blessed.  I am a firm believer in Psalms 37: 3-4 that 
states ñTrust in the Lord, and do good; so shall thou dwell in the land, and verily thou 
shalt be fed.  Delight thyself also in the Lord and He shall give you the desires of your 
heart.ò  We, the Texas Prince Hall Masonic Family have truly been favored.  It was not 
because of our deeds and services but because of the grace of the Lord.  He has show-
ered us with His grace and mercy. 
    As I reflect on the year of 2010, it was a year of reminders of the lessons taught con-
cerning Prince Hall Freemasonry.  I believe that each of my experiences was a signifi-

cant reminder of what our Order teaches.  2010 was the most fulfilling of the 26 years of my Masonic exis-
tence since I first asked to become a Mason. The experiences I encountered over the last year cannot be 
found in a book, on Google, Facebook or Twitter, but were personal experiences that I will cherish for life-
time.  I feel that Iôve reached the pinnacle of my Masonic career all in 365 days.  Now, I feel that I am ready to 
impart lessons learned from each. 
    On March 30, I was reminded that since its inception, Texas Prince Hall Freemasons have been a 
part of and have helped mold our state government.  I, along with representation of our Grand Body par-
ticipated in a ceremony unveiling the monument memorializing the 19th Century African American Legislators 
and Constitutional Convention Delegates of Texas, which included our second Grand Master, the Honorable 
Richard Allen and a host of other Prince Hall Masons.  This teaches us that we are to be active in our local 
and state government so that we may help influence our future and not rely on others.  

    On May 14, I was reminded that our time here on earth is limited and we should take advantage of 
that time to do good for others. Every 10 years the Conference of Grand Masters meets in Massachusetts, 
our Mother Jurisdiction.  As President of the Conference, I had the honor of participating in a memorial cere-
mony and placing a wreath on the Prince Hall Monument at Prince Hallôs gravesite at Copps Hill Burying 
Ground.  Past Grand Master I. H. Clayborne was the last Texas Prince Hall Grand Master to do so in 1980.  
Because of our relatively limited time here on this earth, we should remember Galatians 6:1 that states, ñAs 
we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all [men], especially unto them who are of the household 
of faith.ò  I truly believe that Prince Hall took advantage of every opportunity to try and improve the living con-
ditions of his people. We too as Freemasons should take advantage of the time to help others. 

Message from the Grand Master 
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M.W. Wilbert M. Curtis 

Prince Hall Freemasons honor and pay tribute to 52 Nineteenth Century Black Legislators and Constitutional Conven-

tion Delegates of Texas who served from 1868ð1900. 
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    Also, while in the Jurisdiction of Massachusetts, I was 
reminded of the proof of the legitimacy of Prince Hall 
Freemasonry.  I was able to see the original charter that 
was issued to African Lodge No. 459 from the Grand 
Lodge of England. This charter unequivocally proves that 
Prince Hall did petition and receive a charter from the 
Grand Lodge of England.   In addition to seeing the char-

ter, on my visit back to Massachusetts on Dec. 11, 
I was able to see what is considered to be the ac-
tual Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of 
England that was given to Prince Hall and African 
Lodge No. 459. The Book of Constitutions is signed 
by Prince Hall as ñproperty of African Lodge No. 
459ò.  It is referenced in the charge to Prince Hall in 
the original charter that states, ñsuch by-laws of 
said Lodge as shall be consistent with the general 
laws of the Society, contained in the Book of Constitution and we hereby will require you, the said Prince 
Hall, to take especial care that all and everyone of said Brethren are, or have been regularly made Masons, 
and that they do observe, perform and keep all the rules and orders contained in the Book of Constitution;ò  
These two items provide evidence of the relationship between Prince Hall and the Grand Lodge of England.  
As such, any Prince Hall Affiliated Grand Lodge that traces their linage back to the Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts is legitimate and regular whether or not the counterpart Grand Lodge in its state chooses to 
recognize them as such.  The Masonic Landmarks dictates this, not the opinion of those that refuse to accept 
the truth. 
    On May 15, I was reminded that Prince Hall Freemasonry is to be used to improve the social and 
economical conditions for all of us.  In the City of Cambridge, Mass., I, along with Prince Hall Freemasons 
representing many Prince Hall Grand Jurisdictions from around the globe, attended the Prince Hall Memorial 
Dedication and unveiling of the Prince Hall Memorial.  Prince Hall, the father of Freemasonry for men of color; 
all colors, was formally recognized by historians as a Founding Father of our nation.  He ñexemplified those 

principles on which the nation was founded and greatly 
influenced what this nation would become through his 
social works.ò  Prince Hall petitioned the legislature of 
Massachusetts to start schools for children of color and 
to eliminate the export of slaves.  He also petitioned Gen. 
George Washington to allow men of color to join the 
Revolutionary Army.  We too should use Freemasonry as 
a means to make a difference in society. 
    On May 23, I was reminded of the tradition of lead-
ership within the fraternity of Texas Prince Hall Free-
masonry.  At the request of the leadership of Norris 
Wright Cuney Grand Chapter, representatives of the 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas assembled in Galves-
ton, Texas at the gravesite of our first Grand Master,    
the Honorable Norris Wright Cuney. We assisted Norris 
Wright Cuney Grand Chapter with the wreath laying  
ceremony commemorating his leadership.  Past Grand 

Wreath laying upon the Prince Hall Monument at 

Copps Hill Burying Ground.  

Grand Masters of the Conference of Grand Masters, P.H.A., 

with the Original Charter of African Lodge No. 459. 

Prince Hall Memorial Monument in Cambridge, Mass. 
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Master Cuney was the leader of the 
Reconstruction Republican Party, 
elected alderman in Galveston, and 
founder of the Negro Screwmanôs 
Benevolent Association. As per 
Archie P. McDonald, the author of 
the book ñNorris Wright Cuneyò, ñHe 
was the most remarkable African 
American leader in Texas in the 
nineteenth century.ò  Since the in-
ception of the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Texas, there have been 
many well known Prince Hall Ma-
sons that were leaders in areas 
other than the Masonic Order.  
There have been many leaders in 
the areas of government, education, 
business, entrepreneurs, banking, 
medicine, religion and technical ar-
eas. This teaches us that Freema-
sonry should be a means by which 
one can utilize his leadership skills 
to promote the principles of charity 
and brotherly love but not use Free-

masonry for personal gain.  
    Last but not least, on Dec. 12, I was reminded of where Freemasonry for men of color was initiated in 
America.  While meeting in Massachusetts with other national Prince Hall Affiliated Masonic Leaders to plan 
a Prince Hall Museum and Library, I along with several other Texas Prince Hall Masons visited Castle William 
Island in Boston Harbor where Prince Hall was ñmadeò a Mason, along with 14 other men of color on March 6, 

1775 in Lodge No. 441 of Irish Register attached to 
the 38th British Foot Infantry.  Today, it is known as 
Fort Independence.  In the pentagon shaped fort is 
displayed a plaque commemorating the initiation of 
ñBlack Freemasonry.ò  
    It has been stated time and time again that one 
needs to know where he has been in order to know 
where he is going.  In the year of 2010, I was able to 
experience sites and occasions that gave me a per-
sonal perspective of the history of Prince Hall Free-
masonry and its impact in Texas and in America.  
The lesson learned is that Prince Hall Freemasonry 
is a means by which leaders can make a positive 
impact in society.  Prince Hall did it. Norris Wright 
Cuney did it.  Richard Allen and other Nineteenth 
Century State Legislators did it. Now it is our time as 
Prince Hall Freemasons to make a positive impact 
and leave a legacy for future Prince Hall Masonic 
Leaders. 
 
I remainé 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Wilbert M. Curtis  
  

G.M.A.M. Jackie Levingston, G.W.M. Martha Wolridge, G.M. Curtis, and 

G.W.P. Robert Calloway at the gravesite of P.G.M. Norris Wright Cuney. 

Plaque on wall at Fort Independence commemorating the 

initiation of Freemasonry for Men of Color. 



 

 
 

    

Date Location Event 

February   

Thursday - Saturday, Feb. 3 - 6 San Antonio York Rite Weekend 

Friday - Sunday, Feb. 25 - 27 Pine Bluff, Ark. M.W.P.H.G.L. of Arkansas Grand Session 

March   

Wednesday - Sunday, March 2 - 6 Tampa, Fla. 38th Phylaxis Annual Session 

Thursday - Saturday,  

March 3 - 6 

San Antonio Orient of Texas, A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, S.J.  

 Council of Deliberation 

Friday - Sunday, March 25 - 27 Las Vegas, Nev. Four Corners Region, Conference of Grand Masters 

Saturday, March 26 Arlington King of the Court Charity Basketball Tournament 

April 2011   

Saturday, April 9 Waco District 14  Banquet 

Friday - Sunday, April 15 - 17 Jacksonville, Fla. M.W.U.G.L. of Florida Grand Session 

Sunday, April 17 TBD Palm Sunday Services 

Thursday, April 21 TBD Maundy Thursday Ceremonies 

Saturday, April 23 Fort Worth Grand Lodge Board of Directors Meeting 

Sunday, April 24 TBD Easter Sunrise Services 

May 2011   

Wednesday - Sunday, May 11 - 15 Jacksonville, Fla. Conference of Grand Masters Annual Conference  

Friday - Monday, May 27 - 30 TBD United Supreme Council, N.J. 

June 2011   

Sunday, June 5 Baton Rouge, La. M.W.P.H.G.L. of Louisiana Grand Session 

Monday - Tuesday, June 6 - 7 Tulsa, Okla. M.W.P.H.G.L. of Oklahoma Grand Session 

Sunday, June 12 Fort Worth Prepare for 136th Grand Session 

Thursday - Sunday, June 23 - 26 Fort Worth M.W.P.H.G.L. of Texas, Grand High Court (HOJ) and 

Grand  Chapter (OES) Grand Sessions 
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Grand Masterôs Calendar 
 

February - June 2011 
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    Greetings, as I look back over time, I think about how far we as a people have come. We have come 
a mighty long way. We have endured the cruel treatment of slavery, the difficult time of Jim Crow and 
the harsh times of discrimination. We have been beaten, mutilated, raped, hung, shot and dragged to 
death. But we are still here fighting the good fight. From the 1600ôs, we have withstood all that have 
been thrown at us until now we stand with a Black man, Barack Hussein Obama as President of the 
United States of America. But where do we go from here? 
Sometime in order to go forward we have to look back at the past. So let us go back in time and look at 
a few examples. 
    Let us go to the book of Judges 11th chapter where we find Adah, daughter of Jephthan. Now Jeph-
than was a mighty warrior and the 9th judge of Israel, who had one child, Adah. Now when the Am-
monites made war against Israel, Jephthan made a vow to God that if he should defeat the Ammonites 
then ñwhatever come out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in triumph from the Am-
monites will be the Lordôs and I will sacrifice it as a burnt offering.ò Upon Jephthan return home the first 
thing to come out the door was Adah, his only child. This sadden Jepthan because of his vow to God 

and when told of his vow Adah agreed to honor it. This was a sign of fidelity. Let your yes be yes and your no be no. So many 
times we have had people to tell us things that they are going to do, but in the end they are no where to be found. We must be 
about knowing our limitations. Too many times we jump up and agree to do something, but really donôt have the time or the 
talent to do what is needed. God has given us all a talent and we need to discover what that talent is and use it for the glory of 
God and others. Too many times we overlook the person who has the talent and wherewithal to accomplish a task because of 
our personal feeling about that individual. It is time out for picking our friends to do a task knowing that they donôt have the skill 
set to perform the deed. In the Masonic family we all have taken a vow to use the best person for the job regardless of our 
personal feeling. Are we honoring that vow? Let us use the best that we have to promote our projects to the Glory of God and 
the benefit of our communities.  
    In the book of Ester we find a woman who was willing to give her life for her people. We find Ester, the wife of King Xerxes, 
king of Persia, willing to disobey the law of the land to save her people, the Jews. Ester was a Jewish woman who was left in 
Persia after the decree of Cyrus for the people of Israel to return home after years of bondage in Persia. Ester became the 
Queen of Persia after Vashti, the Queen, refused a summons by Xerxes to come to him. Because of Vashti disobedience to 
the king summons, she was not to be seen by the King ever again.  A search was made thru out the kingdom for one to take 
Queen Vashti place and Ester was chosen. Ester was known for her beauty and her wisdom. She has been compared to Solo-
mon in her wisdom and knowledge. When she learned of a plot to have all the Jews of Persia killed, she took it upon herself to 
stop this massacre of her people. John 15:13 says ñNo greater love than this, that a man should give his life for a friend.ò Are 
you my friend? Because a friend would be willing to come in love and tell of our wrong doing and give us wise council. Too 
many times we see our friends/associates doing wrong and we never say anything to them about what they are doing wrong. 
As a friend, brother, or sister it is our duty to say something to them. We should be willing to support you during the good and 
bad time. We should be willing to make some sacrifices for one another. Here we find Ester willing to make the ultimate sacri-
fice for her people. We are our brothersô keeper. 
    Electra or Lady Elect was a woman of wealth and status in the Roman Empire during the time of John the Evangelist. Hav-
ing been raised to honor the gods of Rome, she decided to become a follower of Jesus, even though this was unpopular. She 
was known to help the poor and needy, especially those who was being persecuted by the Romans for their belief in Jesus 
Christ. When it was discovered that she was a follower, a group of Roman soldiers went to her home to test her. The test was 
to lay a cross on the ground, step on it and recant your belief in Jesus. Electra refused. She and her whole family were put in 
prison for a year. After the year was up, she was brought before the Roman judge and given another chance to denounce her 
belief in Jesus and again she refused. When Electra was being put to death her dying words were ñFather forgive them for 
they know not what they do.ò Here you have a woman of great wealth and status who was willing to put all that aside and help 
the needy. Are we willing to do the same? When we see someone in need do we attempt to help in some way or do we keep 
going. Too many times there are things that we can do to help the less fortunate. Maybe we are not able to help as an individ-
ual, but we can make a difference as a group. We can help feed the hunger by helping to keep the shelves full in the food pan-
tries at our churches or homeless shelters. We can donate clothes that donôt fit, yet fills our closets. We can donate furnishers, 
appliances, etc; that we are replacing because we are remodeling of we just want something new. If we just do some of the 
small things to help we can make a big difference in the lives of people who are struggling in these times of economic hard-
ship. Brothers and sisters let us band together as the children of God and help one another. 
    I ask that we remember there are a lot of things that we can do to help this world be a better place than it is now. But it all 
starts with us. Remember to honor our parents as Adah did, when she gave her life to fulfill a promise that her father made to 
God. Honor thy mother and father so that thou days may be long. Be willing to sacrifice comfort for someone who we call 
friend and give them good and wholesome advise, support them during the good and bad times. Lastly, offer our support to 
those less fortunate, for Jesus said ñthat the poor shall always be among usò and let us be about our Fatherôs business.  
God Bless Us All! 

Humbly Submitted,  Michael T. Anderson 

Message from the Dep. Grand Master 

R.W. Michael Anderson 
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Greetings, 
 
    Itôs that time of year again. Weôre preparing for our 136th Annual Grand Communica-
tion.  The Annual Grand Communication will be held in Fort Worth, June 23 through 
June 26, 2011.  The Headquarters Hotel is the Radisson Hotel North, 2540 Meacham 
Blvd., Fort Worth, Texas, 76106.  The rates are $92.00 plus tax.  The deadline for      
reserving a room is Monday, May 23.  To reserve a room you will need to call 817-625-
9911 and reserve under the name of Masonic Prince Hall. 
    Worshipful Masters/Secretaries, once you receive your May Relief Report Package, 
please read, complete and return the necessary information requested.  Please keep 
all material together upon receipt.  If you receive the report and you are no longer     
the Secretary or Worshipful Master, please forward the report to the proper officer    
immediately.  This will be greatly appreciated and it will not cause your Lodge and 

members to be delinquent in any manner.  Make necessary corrections to your report and the Grand Lodge 
Office will update your corrections. 
    Also, you may reinstate those who are on your dropped list or members who were once on your roll and 
were dropped for non-payment or for whatever reason.  The cost to reinstate a member is $85.00.  A new 
member fee is $67.50.  
    Worshipful Masters/Secretaries, please donôt forget to register your Lodge with the $150.00 fee that is re-
quired of each Lodge to register for the Annual Grand Communication.  Your Lodge has to register your three 
principal officers @ $75.00 each.  Lodge registration and the three principal officersô fee is required whether 
they attend or not.  Each individual member who attends the Communication will also have to pay a registra-
tion fee of $75.00. 
    If a local Lodge fails to register for the 136th Annual Grand Communication, that Lodge will forfeit all bene-
fits and privileges.  Please remember that your Lodge has to register or the members of your Lodge can not 
register. 
    May Reports should be in the Grand Lodge Office on or before May 15.  Advance Registration should be in 
the office on or before June 1.  Registration postmarked after June 1, will be considered as late registration 
and the cost will increase to $100.00 to mirror the cost of on-site registration.  Tickets for the Awards 
Luncheon and Family Banquet will not be included in late registration and on-site registration.  Ads 
for the Souvenir Journal are due in the Grand Lodge Office on or before June 1.  
    Secretaries and members, please try to transact your business for your Lodge and yourself before the An-
nual Communication.  When you are sending the May Report and registration, please specify the amount to 
be credited to each area.  This will help us tremendously when it comes to accounting accountability. 
    A new Worshipful Master will have to attend the Past Master Degree Workshop on Thursday, June 23, 
held at The Grand Masonic Temple.  The fee to attend the workshop is $30.00.  A form will be included in the 
May Report Package to be filled out. 
    Lastly, the Roof Assessment will be over at the end of this Masonic Year.  I am looking forward to seeing 
you in Fort Worth for our 136th Annual Grand Session. 
 

Fraternally, 

Hubert L. Reece Sr. 
 

Message from the Grand Secretary 

R.W. Hubert L. Reece Sr. 
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Greetings, 
 
    I trust and pray that The Great Architect of the Universe continues to bless you and your fam-
ily. 
    As your R.W. Grand Treasurer for The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas, I 
have worked very hard to ensure the success of this Grand Lodge.  With a sense of pride and a 
feeling of thanksgiving to God, I will do all that I can to ensure that the Office of Grand Treasurer 
continues to meet all financial obligations. 
    Improvements for this past Masonic year have included: 

Moving to Online Banking 

Implementing a new filing system to enhance proper Audit Procedures and Compliance 
    In spite of the countryôs trying economy, you have contributed to moving our Grand Lodge to 
a financially stable organization.  We are not where we are going, for God is not through with us 
yet.  But, we will continue to be good stewards of that which God has blessed you to entrust with 

me as one of your financial officers.  Liken to the parable of talents, it is my desire for God to be favorable of how we 
have used the funds we were granted, so He will bless and multiple.  Whether it be regular financial obligations, scholar-
ship to youth, funding to youth camps, toys and gifts for needed families, donations to worthy and approved charities, 
property upgrades, wise financial investments, etcé,  I will ensure we are doing it with a wise and responsible process. 
    I am honored to have been accorded the confidence you have placed in me to render this esteemed service.  Conse-
quently, I strive to be diligent in the execution of duties and responsibilities that you have entrusted in me.  It is my privi-
lege and pleasure to serve you and the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas as R. W. Grand Treasurer.  I 
look forward to seeing you in Fort Worth in June. 
 
Fraternally submitted, 

Robert J. Datcher 

Message from the Grand Treasurer 

R.W. Robert  J. Datcher 

The Living Will 
    In these trying and dangerous times, we as Prince Hall Masons know all too well the impor-
tance of preparation.  We live our lives knowing that we all must take that final journey, that 
from whom no man can avoid.  We prepare our hearts and shape our minds, knowing that we 
cannot escape the inevitable.  Trusting in God and believing, knowing that if we have lived by 
the vows we took on bended knees, then our immortal souls will find eternal rest.  But what of 
those whom we leave to grieve; have you done all that you can to prepare for those you leave 
behind?  Hopefully you have made provisions for them financially but what of their emotional 
well-being.  Have you discussed with your significant other your wishes if your departure from 
this world does not go as smoothly as you had hoped?  We all know that it all rests in the Lordôs 
hands but just as you have made plans in other areas, this discussion, although difficult as it 
may be, is no less important.  Although, it may seem like there is no proper time to have this 
discussion, there is no time like the present.  How many of us have heard someone say, ñI just 
saw himò or ñShe seemed fine to me,ò and this person is in the hospital on life support.  Discuss 
with your loved ones your and their wishes, should the unexpected occur.  If you suffer a stroke 
or are involved in a devastating accident and are unable to make the decisions for yourself, 

what do you expect from that loved one?  In this day of medical advances, a person can be kept alive almost indefinitely 
by drugs and machines, but is this your Will.  Do you want your spouse to make that decision with her heart while under 
amounts of unbearable stress or with her mind knowing that these were your wishes?  In Texas and in most other states, 
we have what is called a Living Will.  This is a document that spells out exactly what your wishes are should you become 
unable to make these decisions for yourself.  It is a portion of what is known as Advanced Health Directives.  These can 
be tailored to your individual wishes.   Medical Power of Attorney is another legal document that is important to consider.  
This is a document giving a spouse or family member the legal right to make medical decisions for you.  Discuss these 
items with family and at the very least have an idea of each otherôs thoughts on these issues.  Should you need further 
assistance, discuss your concerns with your physician or legal personnel.  At the very least, talk.  You owe that much 
and you might learn something you never knew about that person you have loved a lifetime.  
 

Fraternally submitted, Martin Conner III  

Bro. Martin Conner III 

Asst. G.M.A. 
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Greetings, 
 
    At a recent board meeting of The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Texas, M.W. Grand Master Wilbert M. Curtis recommended, and the Board approved, 
the appointment of Trustees to oversee the management of the Grand Lodge Temple 
and property.  Duties and responsibilities include oversight of Temple related revenue 
and expenses, maintenance and repairs, and Temple rental.  If you are interested in 
being considered for this voluntary position, please contact the Grand Lodge Office 
and provide a resume of your specific qualifications, your availability to serve, and any 
information that may conflict with your service in representing the  interest of the 
Grand Lodge.   

    There will be a minimum of three Trustees appointed.  Residing in close proximity to the Grand Lodge will 
be important to fulfill the duties of these volunteer positions.  Please submit information concerning your inter-
est before March 1. 
    Additionally, volunteer assistance at the Grand Lodge is required for data entry of membership and other 
information into the Grand Lodge database.  If you have automation skills in this area and can volunteer, 
please contact the Grand Lodge Office. 
    Registration support will be required leading up to and during the Grand Lodge Session in June.  Individu-
als will help distribute registration materials and also assist with on-site registration activities.  Those inter-
ested in volunteering their assistance please contact the Grand Lodge Office and provide your contact infor-
mation. 
 

THE PRINCE HALL CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!  
 
    On Jan. 15, Grand Master Curtis, representatives of the Prince Hall Charitable Foundation and members 
of the Grand Lodge Archive Committee met with a delegation from the Fort Worth Library to discuss the de-
velopment of the Grand Lodgeôs library/museum.  As a result of that meeting, it was determined that the Ma-
sonic Family possesses historical information, such as applications for membership with detailed data that 
other organizations do not have.   
    Local Lodges can assist us in providing information concerning current and past members.  How far back 
do your Lodge records go?  You may have some historical documents and we would like to archive them in 
our new library/museum.   
    Each Lodge is asked to gather their records, minutes, applications and membership rolls and contact 
Brother Willie Coleman, Foundation President.  Bro. Coleman can be contacted at (713) 851-0865.        
Documents can also be scanned into PDFs and emailed to Bro. Coleman at whcolemanjr@sbcglobal.net.   
Additionally, the Foundation will pay the cost of copying your documents. 
    Historical artifacts are also requested for the library/museum.  These artifacts may include photographs, 
newspaper articles, Lodge furniture, aprons, books, etc.  These items can be donated to the Grand Lodge or 
placed on loan to the Grand Lodge for temporary display. Your response by March 1 is appreciated. 
 

Fraternally submitted, 

Willie H. Coleman Jr. 

THE GRAND LODGE NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!  

G.L.A. Willie H. Coleman Jr. 

P.H.C.F. Chairman 
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Greetings, 
 
    I was studying the Word of God and came across this particular passage of 
scriptures that seem to fit all of us.   
    ñAnd the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, 
which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow 
woman there to sustain theeò (1 Kin. 17:8-9). 
    This scripture tells Elijah that it was time for him to leave an area of his life 
where God had provided for him, and now God is sending him to another place.  
Let us first  look at what had happen already; the Lord had commanded Elijah to 
go hide himself  by  the brook called Cherith, the brook provided him water to 
quench his thirst and the ravens were commanded  to provide food for His servant 

Elijah.  Elijah was sent to that place and God provided for him.  Note in this text of scriptures God com-
manded and Elijah obeyed and went.  If we are going to be blessed in our lives, we must obey the com-
mands of God for our lives.   
    We must realize that if God sent us to that Place called There, He will take care of us while we are there.  
Some of us are at that place now and are wondering why we are here; things may not be going as they 
planned it and this place has cause hardships and disappointment in their lives.  Well, letôs try doing His Will 
while we are There, and there will become a place where God can use you for His Glory.  Well, letôs see what 
happen when Elijah obeyed and went to Zarephath and had to depend on the widow woman to take care of 
him.  There was a blessing in store for him because he obeyed the command, now lets us see who else was 
blessed.  It looked like he was taking from this woman, but he was actually giving to her. Instead of this being 
her last meal before dying, the Lord multiplied this womanôs supplies, which kept her, her son, and Elijah 
alive for about three years (1 Kin. 17:15-16).  She had been operating in faith everyday.  She would use the 
last bit of oil and meal for Elijah and then find that there was always enough to make a cake for herself and 
her son.  This was a great faith builder, which Iôm sure figured into things to come for her and her son.   What 
a great miracle!    
    That wasnôt all that the widow received.  Her faithfulness in giving and obeying the Word of God and taking 
care of Godôs man in a place called There caused her son to be raised from the dead, look at 1 Kin. 17:17-
23.  One of the great lessons we can learn here is that God doesnôt reveal His complete plan immediately.  
He reveals His Will to us one step at a time.  After we obey the first step, He shows us the next.  Why should 
the Lord show us step two or ten if we havenôt obeyed step one?  That would just make us more accountable.  
So, donôt try to figure out the next step until you have acted on what you know to do now. Thatôs a powerful 
truth when you are in your Place called There. 
    Each of us has a place called ñThere,ò where the blessings of the Lord are waiting.  The Lord never fails to 
provide, but people often fail to receive because they arenôt all ñThere.ò  If Elijah had not gone to his place 
called ñThere,ò his disobedience would not have stopped Godôs faithfulness; however, he would not have re-
ceived the Blessing; it was over ñThere,ò by the Brook Cherith, it was over ñThereò at the widow house that 
Elijah received the Blessing. 
 
Fraternally submitted, 

Norris D. Jackson 

A Place called ñThereò 
I Kings 17: 8 - 9 

D.D.G.M. Rev. Norris Jackson 



 

Story by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer (1) 
Photos by:  G.P. Rev. Bernard Brown (324) 
 

FORT WORTH ï By the Order of 
M.W. Grand Master Wilbert M. 
Curtis, Prince Hall Freemasons 
within the Jurisdiction of The Most 
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Texas journeyed to the Grand 
Masonic Temple to attend the 2010 
Grand Lodge Mid-Winter Session 
held Nov. 12 - 13. 
    On Nov. 12, an Occasional 
Lodge was opened for the purpose 
of degree work which was con-
ducted by District 15-A, where 86 
Fellow Crafts were prepared and 
Raised to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason.   
    Spectacular lectures and 
Charges were given by R.W. Dep-
uty Grand Master Michael T.      
Anderson, Past Master Frederic 
Milliken, and Grand Lecturer Ivory 
Johnson, who recited the Charge 
given by Prince Hall to his Brethren 
on June 25, 1792. 

    After the Raising, the new Breth-
ren were addressed. 
    ñFreemasonry is the father of all 
fraternities.  We are the oldest civil 
rights organization in the world,ò 
said D.G.M. Anderson.  ñPrince 
Hall wanted to be a Mason to help 
advance his peopleé,  Masonry is 
in your heart and if it is in your 
heart, it will spread.ò 
    G.M. Curtis thanked all the   
Worshipful Masters and District 
Deputies for having the Fellow 
Crafts attend the Mid-Winter     
Session. 
    ñIt is a pleasure to see these 86 

worthy Master Masons.  You all 
have experienced something spe-
cial that you have not experienced 
before.  Freemasonry is a way of 
life, stay within your due bounds, 
stay within your circle between two 
points, if you do that, you will have 
no problems,ò said G.M. Curtis. 
    For one family, history was 
made.   
    Brother Kennith Murry and his 
son, Bro. Yanick Murry, both of 
Maple Leaf Lodge No. 147 were 
Raised to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason.  A special guest 
was on hand to witness this event.  
Bro.  Larry  Mur ry of  the 
M.W.P.H.G.L. of Arkansas who 
traveled to Texas to see his brother 
and nephew become Master Ma-
sons. 
    Bro. Yanick Murry provided his 
reasoning for joining Freemasonry. 
    ñIt was in my heart.  I was asking 
about our family history and dis-
covered that many of our family are 
Masons and asked my dad why he 
wasnôt a Mason.ò 
    According to Bro. Kennith Murry, 
this was a grand occasion, he did 
not know what to expect, but it was 
beautiful. 
    ñI have always had someone to 
guide me throughout the years; as 
a little brother, I always admired 
my older brother, Larry.  I wanted 
to follow in his footsteps,ò said Bro. 
Kennith Murry.  ñOur mother has 

Prince Hall Masons convene in Fort Worth for Mid-

Winter Session, 86 made Master Masons 

R.W. Deputy Grand Master Michael T. Anderson delivers the historical lecture 

at the Grand Masonic Temple, Nov. 12.  Eighty-six Fellow Crafts were Raised 

to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  
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Bro. Yanick Murry Bro. Kennith Murry 

Photo by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer 

Photo by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer Photo by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer 



gone on; she was an Eastern Star 
and always wanted all of us to be 
Masons.  I know she is smiling 
down upon us.ò 
    On Nov. 13, the Grand Lodge 
officers were received and took 
their respective stations and places 
and the Grand Lodge received 
G.M. Curtis.  The Proclamation 
was read and G.M. Curtis set the 
Rules and Agenda for the 2010 
Mid-Winter Session. 
    During the Special Session, the 
following reports were delivered: 
Scholarship Committee, Ways and 
Means Committee, Archive Com-
mittee, Charity Committee, By-
Laws Committee, and Treasurerôs 
Report.  
    After the reports were motioned 
and accepted, the session began 
its break-out sessions that in-
cluded, but not limited to, the 
Grand Lodge Publication, Medical, 
Secretary/Treasurer Workshop, 
Masters and Wardens Workshop, 
and a Masonic Burial Ceremony 
Demonstration lead by Pride of 
Killeen Lodge No. 620.   
    G.M. Curtis then held a District 
Deputies/Special Deputies Work-
shop, where Hon. Past Grand  

Master Kervin Carter informed the 
Deputies of the 2011 J.T. Maxey 
Scholarship Program.  
    Grand Youth Director Charles 
Dewitt informed the Deputies of the 
11th Annual Robert E. Connor Jr. 
Youth Camp that will be held in 
Oakland, Texas from July 14 -17.   
     G.Y.D. Dewitt said that each 
District should be able to send at 
least one youth to the Youth Camp, 
who are required to between the 

ages of 9 and 17 at the time of 
camp.   
    G.M. Curtis then lectured about 
the duties of the Deputies, which 
are in the Constitution and he 
thanked the Deputies for what they 
are doing in their districts and for 
their assistance with the scholar-
ship and youth camp programs.   
    After the workshops, the Breth-
ren, Heroines and Eastern Stars 
(who were holding separate ses-
sions) sat down to a Joint Lunch-
eon and then returned to their re-
spective sessions.  
    The Special Session resumed 
and all the heads of the Concor-
dant Masonic bodies of Texas 
were recognized, to include      
Deputy General Grand High Priest 
Roosevelt Huggins of the General 
Conference Grand Chapters Holy 
Royal Arch Masons of the United 
States and the Bahamas, and pro-
vided the opportunity to give re-
marks.   
    P.G.M. Edwin B. Cash gave   
remarks and said that G.M. Curtis 
is doing something right, that his 
talents are being shared through-
out Masonry.   
    G.M. Curtis thanked all who 
came to the Mid-Winter Session 
and that we all have received some 

P.M. Frederic L. Milliken (135) delivers ñOn Yonder Bookò Charge.  He was 

assisted by G.R. Edwin D. Moore.  

2010 Mid-Winter Degree Team 
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Light, now itôs time to take that 
Light back to our Lodges.  He 
hopes to see everyone at the 136th 
Annual Grand Communication in 
June 2011.  He then proceeded to 
close the 2010 Mid-Winter        
Session. 
     After the closing, the leadership 
of the Texas Prince Hall Masonic 
Family gathered for a photo oppor-
tunity with a sample of the toys do-
nated for the 2nd Annual Christ-
mas Giveaway to be held on Dec. 
18. 

A 2011 Chevy Malibu will be the grand prize of the 2011 Joint Grand Car    

Raffle being held by the Grand Lodge, Grand High Court Heroines of Jericho 

and Norris W. Cuney Grand Chapter.  Second Place prize is $500 and Third 

Place prize  $250.  Sis. Joyce G. Peavy of Cubie Horton Chapter No. 19, 

N.W.C.G.C  was the winner of a 2010 Ford Mustang during the previous raffle. 
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P.G.M. Edwin B. Cash. 

Photo by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer 
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Story by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer (1) 
Photos by:  G.P. Rev. Bernard Brown (324) 

 
FORT WORTH, Texas ï Ensuring 
that each child leave with a smile 
on their face was the mission given 
to members of the Prince Hall Ma-
sonic Family of Texas during its 
2nd Annual Christmas Giveaway 
held at The Most Worshipful Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge, Dec. 18.   
    The Prince Hall Masonic Family, 
which consists of the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge; Grand High Court 
Heroines of Jericho; Norris Wright 
Cuney Grand Chapter; Lone Star 
Grand Guild; Order of the Golden 
Circle; Grand Chapter of Holy 
Royal Arch Masons; Knights    
Templar Masons; and Scottish Rite 
Masons, donated new unwrapped 
toys and gift cards to benefit     
children age 16 and under in the 
Fort Worth community who may 
not otherwise experience the joy of 

a gift this Christmas.  
    The Prince Hall Masonic Family 
with the support of the Prince Hall 
Charitable Foundation of Texas 
(501(c)(3)) distributed more than 
1,000 gifts to children of Fort 
Worth, an additional 
200 gifts to the J.E. 
and L.E. Mabee So-
cial Services Center of 
The Salvation Army of 
Tarrant County, and 
Walmart gift cards to-
taling $450 to One 
Church One Child 
(OCOC) of   Dallas/
Fort Worth. 
    Parents and their 
children began form-
ing the line as early as 
6 a.m.  For one family 
it was worth the wait. 
    ñWe came last year 
and the line was very 
long,ò said Markie 

Martin, who was the first in line to 
ensure her five children received 
gifts for Christmas.   
     ñMy kids are ecstatic!  It is good 
that the (Prince Hall Masonic Fam-
ily) care enough to ensure children 
are happy this Christmas.  A lot of 
parents donôt have the money to 
buy their kids presents; with jobs 
hard to find and keep, this helps 
out tremendously.ò   
    Santa Claus was also in atten-
dance to the delight of the children 
and was available for Christmas 
photos.  
    Nora Harris and her daughter, 
Syniah, were informed by a close 
friend about the Christmas Give-
away. 
    ñMy daughter just had surgery 
and she received gifts today that I 
was unable to provide her.  This 
was my first time attending and I 
loved it.ò 
    Grand Princess Captain R. 
Lucille Samuel and members of 
the Lone Star Grand Guild gave 
out Christmas cards to parents as 
they exited the Grand Temple. 
    ñAll the smiles and thanks were 
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Prince Hall Masonic Family brings Joy to Children    

during its Annual Christmas Giveaway  

A family poses with Santa Clause during the Prince Hall Masonic Family of 

Texas' 2nd Annual Christmas Giveaway held at the Most Worshipful Prince 

Hall Grand Lodge, Dec. 18.  

Children of Markie Martin are the first to enter The 

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge during 

the Prince Hall Masonic Family of Texas' 2nd      

Annual Christmas Giveaway, Dec. 18. Families 

started arriving at the Grand Temple at 6 a.m.  



the best present I could have ever 
received,ò said G.P.C. Samuel.  
ñChristmas is not about how much 
money you spend on gifts but the 
thought that goes behind the effort 
of making these children happy.   
We have provided gifts to families 
that may be destitute and cannot 
afford Christmas for their 
kids.  These families will know 
there is a God and miracles do 
happen.ò 
    Wanda White, a lodge attendant 
with The Salvation Army, said that 
the donations were a blessing.  
She remembered the donations 
from 2009 but didnôt expect       
another large donation this year. 
    ñThese toys will support our An-
gel Tree Program.  Those children 
who are not sponsored will receive 
a gift.ò 
    Jeanette Willis, executive direc-
tor of OCOC, was very apprecia-
tive of the Christmas Giveaway. 
    ñThe Masonic Family is one of 
the most gracious and humble or-

ganizations Iôve ever had the 
pleasure of meeting,ò said Willis.  
ñOCOC is honored to have been a 
recipient of their generosity.ò 
    The Hon. Wilbert M. Curtis, 
Grand Master of Prince Hall      
Masons of Texas was on hand and 
provided the significance of the 
annual event. 
    ñThe importance of this event is 
multi-fold.  It is an example of how 
the Masonic Family can work to-
gether as one unit to make a posi-
tive impact in a community.  It also 
makes the community aware of  
our presence and to discover the 
purpose of Prince Hall Freema-
sonry.ò 
    Grand Master Curtis recalled an 
incident that touched his heart 
when a little boy was having a se-
vere asthma attack while waiting in 
line.   
    ñEven though the child was sick 
at home, his young mother felt the 
need to bring him and put him in 
line just so he could receive a gift 

for Christmas.  Emergency ser-
vices were dispatched and the 
child was taken to the hospital for 
treatment.  His young mother was 
overjoyed when we brought gifts  
to the hospital for her son and 
daughters.ò 
    The Most Worshipful Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge has a large facility 
that could be used to provide holi-
day meals, health clinics and/or 
clothes and blanket giveaways 
said G.M. Curtis. 
    ñWe are just scratching the     
surface of the services and Charity 
that we can provide with coopera-
tion and support of the general 
public,ò said G.M. Curtis. ñIn the 
future we may be able to partner 
with other charitable and religious-
based organizations to provide 
more Charity.ò   
    More than 100 members of the 
Prince Hall Masonic Family from 
throughout the Lone Star State 
traveled to the Grand Temple to 
assist in making this yearôs event a 
success. 
    ñWithout the support of Masonic 
Family, this yearôs event would 
have not been as successful.  This 
was a team effort and I thank all 
who were able to attend,ò said 
G.M. Curtis. 
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Santa Claus, Grand Commander Tony Moore (Grand Commandery of Knights 

Templar), Grand Princess Captain R. Lucille Samuel, and Grand Master 

Wilbert Curtis pose with children who received bicycles during the Prince Hall 

Masonic Family of Texas' 2nd Annual Christmas Giveaway held at the Most 

Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Dec. 18.  

Photo by:  W.M. Samuel Albert 

Photo by:  G.E. Burrell Parmer 
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P.G.M. Edwin Cash celebrates 80th Birthday 
Story by:  Bro. Dr. Bob Uzzel (420) 

Photos by:  G.P. Rev. Bernard Brown 

 
ENNIS, Texas - November 30, 2010 
was the 80th birthday of my good 
friend Edwin Bernard Cash, the only 
living Past Grand Master of Prince Hall 
Masons in Texas.  This outstanding 
fraternal leader is a native of Dallas 
and has been a member of Good 
Street Baptist Church since 1936 and 
a deacon since 1957.  He is married to 
the former Maxine Lola Turner and 
they have a daughter, Sherrie, who is 
now an attorney.   
    P.G.M. Cash graduated from      
Lincoln High School in Dallas and       
received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Bishop College in Marshall in 
1952.  He did graduate work at South-
ern Methodist University and received 
a Master of Education degree from 
North Texas State University in 1963.  
He served four years in the U. S. Air 
Force and worked for Dallas Inde-
pendent School District from 1953 until 
his retirement in 1994.  Much of his 
career with D.I.S.D. was spent as a 
visiting teacher. 
    P.G.M. Cash credits P.G.M. I. H. 
Clayborn (1913 - 1994), a long-time 
member of Good Street Baptist 
Church, with awakening his Masonic 
interests.  P.G.M. Clayborn was deter-
mined that his church would be the 
first in Texas to have a Prince Hall 
Lodge operating under its roof.  When 
a quorum of fifteen, all members of 
Good Street Baptist Church, was 
reached in May 1973, a meeting was 
held at the church and Good Street 
Baptist Lodge No. 182 was organized.  
Degrees were conferred and officers 

were elected, with P.G.M. Cash cho-
sen as the Lodgeôs first Worshipful 
Master.  He held this position from 
1973 to 1991. 
    P.G.M. Cash received the degrees 
of the Scottish Rite in Dale Consistory 
No. 31 and of the Mystic Shrine in   
Zakat Temple No. 164.  In 1975, he 
received the 33ę of the Scottish Rite 
when the United Supreme Council, 
Southern Jurisdiction, convened in 
Dallas.  The degree was conferred by 
the late Sovereign Grand Commander 
Jno. G. Lewis Jr., who served for 
many years as Grand Master of the 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 
P.G.M. Cash was appointed to the 
office of Grand Junior Deacon by 
P.G.M. Clayborn.  In this capacity, he 
led the 1975 Grand Lodge Centennial 
Parade in Fort Worth.  He served as 
Grand Senior Warden from 1979 to 
1981 and as Deputy Grand Master 
from 1981 to 1991.  In the latter capac-
ity, he served under P.G.M. Reuben 
G. White (1917 - 2002) and P.G.M. 
Thomas H. Routt (1930 - 1991).  Fol-
lowing P.G.M. Routtôs funeral on Jan. 
8, 1991, a delegation assembled at the 
Houston Hilton to install P.G.M. Cash 
as the 19th Grand Master of Prince 

Hall Masons in Texas.  In his first 
ñGrand Masterôs Columnò for The 
Texas Prince Hall Masonic Quarterly, 
he wrote, ñI woke up the other morning 
and discovered that I am the captain of 
a sailing ship.  I never thought that I 
would be captain of such a fine vessel, 
but here I am.  I have found that this is 
a fine ship.  It is a proven seaworthy 
ship that has been afloat since its first 
captain, Grand Master Norris Wright 
Cuney, was in charge.  The ship of 
which I speak is the Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas and 
Jurisdiction.  In order to be a good 
captain, a good crew is definitely 
needed.  I have found that I inherited a 
crew of exceptional ability.ò 
    P.G.M. Cash provided outstanding 
leadership during his three years in the 
Grand East.    The highlight of his ad-
ministration was the meeting of the 
75th Conference of Grand Masters of 
Grand Masters and the 46th Confer-
ence of Grand Chapters, which jointly 
convened at the Westin Oaks Galleria 
in Houston on May 11 - 14, 1994.  He 
described this meeting as ñan unquali-
fied success.ò  He took much pleasure 
in being able to meet and greet many 
officers from various jurisdictions who 
were able to enjoy a great deal of 
Texas-style hospitality.   
    Since his term ended in 1994, 
P.G.M. Cash has remained active in 
the Craft and community.  He sought 
to provide wise counsel to his succes-
sor in the Grand East, P.G.M. Robert 
E. Connor, Jr. (1953 - 2003).  Follow-
ing P.G.M. Connorôs funeral at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Colum-
bus, Texas, he installed the Honorable 
Wilbert M. Curtis (1954-) as the 21st 
and current Grand Master of Prince 
Hall Masons of Texas.   
    I extend a Happy 80th Birthday to 
P.G.M. Cash, a man who is respected 
throughout Texas and beyond.  I am 
proud to claim him as a friend and ap-
preciate his support for my work as 
Grand Historian during his administra-
tion.  It is my prayer that our Lord will 
continue to bless him with life and 
health so that he may inspire men and 
Masons for many years to come. 

P.G.M. Edwin B. Cash, 19th Grand    

Master of Prince Hall Masons of Texas. 



Story by: . 

State Dir. Michael L. Simms Sr. 

Thomas H. Routt Grand Council Order 

of the Knights of Pythagoras 

 
    I remember back in 2001 when 
we held our Knights of Pythagoras 
(K.O.P.) conference that lasted half 
of a day on a Saturday at Paul 
Quinn College in Dallas.  During 
that conference, the Youth Knights 
held their business meeting, had 
lunch, and returned to their respec-
tive cities.  
    Approximately 15 Youth Knights 
and eight Sir Knights attended. 
Years later, we began hosting our 
conferences at hotels or at the 
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge.   
    Today, I can proudly say we 
have transitioned our youth confer-
ences from half a day to encom-
pass an entire weekend and 
changed venues from hotels to col-
lege/university campuses through-
out Texas.   

    This transformation has allowed 
us to take our youth to centers of 
higher learning in hopes to prepare 
them for college life. 

    Since 2005, the Texas K.O.P. 
has benefited from hosting their 
youth leadership conferences at a 
college or university.  If you had a 9
-year-old boy (or other older young 
boys/men) that has participated in 
the Texas K.O.P. program, he 
would have had the opportunity to 
visit the following colleges/
universities: 
  
    2005 ï Prairie View A&M     
University, Prairie View.  
Focus: Building Leaders of Tomor-
row, Todayé 
  
    2006 ï Texas Southern       
University, Houston.  
Focus:  Building a Generation of 
Community Leaders 
  
 2007 ï Prairie View A&M                
University, Prairie View.  
Focus: Engaging our Youth in 
Leadership and Decision Making 
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Texas K.O.P. Youth Leadership Conferences geared 

towards our Youth... 



    2008 ï University of Texas at  
Arlington, Arlington.  
Focus: Engaging our Youth in 
Leadership and Decision Making 
Part 2: Developing the Right Atti-
tude  
 
    2009 ï Wiley College, Wiley.  
(The film ñGreat Debatersò was 
based on this college debate team)  
Focus: Is there a need for change 
within our youth today? 
  
   2010 ï Texas Southern Univer-
sity, Houston  
Focus: Facing Your Giants ï How 
to face your challenges.  
 

Future  
 

   2011 ï Huston Tillotson Univer-
sity, Austin  
Focus: The 7 Habits of Highly Ef-
fective Teens ï Training the next 
generation of leaders. 
 
    The 9-year-old who began at-
tending K.O.P. conferences in 2005 
would be 15 in the year 2011.  At 
the conclusion of the 2011 confer-
ence, the young man would have 
had visited five colleges with four of 

them being a historically black col-
lege or university (H.B.C.U.) and 
would have benefited from the 
training provided as well.  
    Also during our conferences, the 
Youth Knights participate in debate 
competitions, oratorical contests, 
report card competitions, statewide 
basketball tournaments, Knighting 
Ceremonies for high school seniors 
(with assistance from our Texas 
Knights Templar), panel discus-
sions on youth topics, elections of 
state youth officers, and focus-
based training. Other things such 
as sleeping in a college dormitory,  
dinning in a college cafeteria, and 
experiencing a college campus 
gives our youth a feeling of what 
itôs like to be a college student.  
    As we prepare to celebrate Black 
History Month in February 2011, 
our goal is to host our youth leader-
ship conferences at every H.B.C.U. 
in Texas.  After our visit to Huston 
Tillotson University this summer, 
the Texas K.O.P. would have had 
visited five of nine HBCUôs includ-
ing Paul Quinn College in 2001.  
    As Texas Prince Hall Masons, 
we are truly proud of the success of 
our K.O.P. program.  Prince Hall 

himself sought out equal educa-
tional opportunities when it came to 
educating our youth and was 
turned down on numerous occa-
sions.  We may not have the same 
brick walls that he faced; however, 
we still have other barriers that our 
youth are facing today.  Helping 
them to overcome these barriers 
should be our primary goal as 
Prince Hall Masons. 

     
Information on 2011 Youth  

Leadership Conference 
 

Location:        Huston Til lotson 
University, (Austin) 
Focus: The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective Teens ï Training 
the next generation of leaders 
Dates: July 29 ï 31, 2011 

 
Hosts: 

 
Area Director: D.A.S.D. Herb Lor-
ing, Sam T. Robinson Council 
No.10 
 
Chairman P.D.D.G.M. Arthur M. 
Sauls, President of Local Board of 
Regents of MLK Council No. 5 
 
Co-Chairman Senior Advisor, Don-
ald Brooks, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Council No. 5 
 
Co-Chairman Senior Advisor, Fred 
Jones, Charlie F. Ware Council No. 
14 
 
District: 24th Masonic District ï 
D.D.G.M Marvin Kelker 
 
    Books are to be purchased for 
our youth at the 2011 conference.  
If you would like to donate towards 
our 2011 Youth Leadership Confer-
ence please contact State Director, 
Michael Simms at  
koptexas@yahoo.com, State     
Recorder  Clary Glover  at 
State.Recorder@texaskop.net, or 
State Treasurer Robert Datcher at 
Rdat1961@msn.com.  
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Pythagoras & the Knights of the Pythagoras  

What is the connection? 
 

Over the years I have asked Youth Knights who serves as a member of the Knights of Pythagoras (K.O.P.) program in 

several jurisdictions on who is Pythagoras.  Often the responses have described him in two ways; (1) a scholar and (2) a 

mathematician.  Although these two answers are correct, the next question would be how do a scholar and mathemati-

cian impact our youth program today?  Is the K.O.P. program made up of scholars and/or mathematicians only?  Does 

the program help our youth to better understand mathematics?  In order to better understand the relationship between 

Pythagoras and the K.O.P. we need to first understand Pythagoras.  Pythagoras was chosen as the name for this organiza-

tion by the Conference of Prince Hall Grand Masters during a meeting held in Denver, Colorado back on May 8 - 10, 

1951.  What was their thought process about naming this program after Pythagoras?  I havenôt ran into anything in writ-

ing about why Pythagoras name was given so the only choice I have is to look at his history.  So letôs take a look into his 

history to make the connectioné. 

  

Pythagoras 

 
There are several and different accounts of when and where Pythagoras was born.  Some parts of history  has it recorded 

that Pythagoras was born around 580 - 574 BC.  He is thought to have been born on the Greek Island of Samos and trav-

eled widely in his youth, visiting Egypt and Persia.  His father name was Mnesarchus who lived and died in Samos and 

his motherôs name was Parthenia (a descendant of the first king of Samos).  He had two brothers named Eunomus and 

Tyrrhenus and a sister named Themistocleia.  Pythagoras was taught early as a child by some of the greatest minds of 

that time.  It was said that Pythagoras headed to Memphis in Egypt to study with Priests who were renowned for their 

wisdom.  It may have also been in Egypt where he learned some geometric principles which eventually inspired his for-

mulation of the theorem that is now called by his name.  Pythagoras also settled in the city of Croton in southern Italy.  It 

was there he began his teaching and soon had a clutch of students who lived a structured life of study and exercise,     

inspired by a philosophy based around mathematics.  This circle came to be known as the Pythagoreans.  As Pythagoras 

got older he also founded a philosophical and religious school in Croton that had many followers.  So based upon what I 

have read here are the basic things we take away from Pythagoras? 

  

     Pythagoras                                   How                                    What does this mean to the K.O.P. 
          Leader                     Formed several organizations               Leadership training for our youth 

  Community Activist               Formed community groups           Importance of serving your community 

Scholar                   Mathematician & Philosopher                       Importance of education 

  Religious Thinker                       Study religion                        Importance of having God in your life 

  

Knighthood 

 
Knighthood provides us as masons a way to train our youth.  During our Texas K.O.P. Youth Leadership Conference    

we use Knighthood also as a method of training.  We break our youth into three groups; Page (males 9 - 12),            

squire (males 12 - 15), and knights (males 16 - 20).  This allows us to focus our specific training with three separate age 

group.  

 

The K.O.P. & Masonry 

 
The Knights of Pythagoras is a program that allows our youth to experience the brotherhood we have in masonry.  We 

must keep this program going nationally, statewide, and citywide.  The leadership we experience on our level we must 

have our youth experience as well.  The community service we provide as masons, we must have our youth experience 

as well. The brotherhood we have on our level our youth must experience as well.  Every district and lodge should have 

a K.O.P. program or at least be involved with one. 
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Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

January 17, 2011 

Districts 10 & 11 - Dallas 
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Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

January 17, 2011 

 

District 15-A - Houston 

District 19 - San Antonio 
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D.D.G.M. Jerry Brown Sr. 

Story by:  D.D.G.M. Jerry Brown Sr.
(648) 
 

RED OAK, Texas ï Thanksgiving 
arrived early for residents of West-
ern Oaks Housing Unit as Prince 
Hall Freemasons of Phoenix Lodge 
No. 648 and Knights Templar of 
D.C. Collins Commandery No. 40 
combined efforts to conduct their 
5th Annual Thanksgiving Feed a 
Family Charity Event, Nov. 23.   
    The  Lodge,  which  has  been   
a  pillar of  Red  Oak  since  2005, 

has  participated  
i n  s e v e r a l     
charity  events  
throughout  the  
Lone Star State 
and  in Red Oak.  
Members  of  the  
Lodge  and Com-
mandery pro-
vided  families  
with  a  complete  

Thanksgiving  dinner.  The recipi-
ents, including senior citizens, the 
homeless, and others in need, not 
only appreciated the food baskets, 
but the personal door-to-door     
delivery service.  
    The food baskets consisted of a 
Turkey and all the trimmings. 
    Worshipful Master Karlous Mor-
gan Sr. and District Deputy Grand 
Master Jerry Brown Sr., who both 
attended felt that the event was a 
complete success. 
    Both leaders said they are dedi-
cated and committed to conducting 
more charitable events within the 

Red Oak community.  
    Phoenix Lodge 648, which 
prides itself on giving, is composed 
of approximately 30 members.  
    "Today is our cornerstone event 
for the organization, which demon-
strates the true meaning of giving 
back," said W.M. Morgan.  "Itôs just 
so nice to see how grateful the re-
cipients are to have those meals 
delivered."   

District 10 
Prince Hall Masons and Knights Templar donate 

Food Baskets for Thanksgiving Holidays 
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Story by: 
D.D.G.M. Jerry Brown Sr. (648) 
 
RED OAK, Texas - Prince Hall Ma-
sons of Phoenix Lodge No. 648, 
under the leadership of Worshipful 
Master Karlous R. Morgan Sr., 
brought early Christmas Cheer to 
seven families of the Western Oak 
Housing Unit at the Red Oak Lions 
Club, Dec. 22.  
    ñBrothers tonight we are getting 
back to the basics of what Freema-
sonry is all about,ò said W.M. Mor-
gan as he addressed the members 
of the Lodge.  
    The apartment manager of the 
housing unit was notified and 
asked if there were any families 
residing in the complex that were in 
need of assistance during the 
Christmas Holiday Season.   
    A list of families was provided to 
the Lodge and the membership 
assembled to prepare a home 
cooked meal for the families that 
consisted of turkey, dressing, 

green beans, corn and chocolate 
cake.  In addition, ten children 
were presented with gifts for 
Christmas.  

    ñThis is truly a blessing from 
God, before this my children would 
not have had any toys for Christ-
mas,ò said one of the recipients. 
The membership of Phoenix Lodge 
thanks the Red Oak Community for 
its support in their endeavors. 
    ñThis is how they are able to 
give back to the Community,ò said 
District Deputy Grand Master Jerry 
Brown Sr. of the 10th Masonic Dis-
trict.   
    The Lodgeôs mission is to dis-
seminate Charity; promote the 
spirit of Brotherly Love; teach and 
encourage the idea of peace, har-
mony and good will among the 
people; and promote loyalty to the 
constituted authority of our state 
and country. 
    Phoenix Lodge No. 648 meets 
every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at the Red Oak Lions Club 
starting at 7:30 p.m.  

Phoenix Lodge No. 648 brings Cheer to Residents of 

Western Oak Housing Unit 

Members of Phoenix Lodge No. 648 and residents of Western Oak Housing Unit. 
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D.D.G.M.  Roy Johnson 

 

Story by:  P. M. Edward Jones (1) 

 
Bryan, Texas ï Since being char-
tered in 2009, Labyrinth Lodge No. 
96 has been on a mission to serve 
a community in desperate need of 
positive presence.  Less than two 
miles from one of the nation's finest 
universities, Texas A&M, is a com-
munity ravished with poverty, an 
increasing crime rate, and a cloud 
of hopelessness for some of the 
residents who can view the sports 
complex of the Aggies. 
    With its mission statement, "To 
be pillars for our community that 
will be seen in the dark as well as 
in the light. To continue the legacy 
of Masonry that had been passed 
from Brothers before me," Prince 

Hall Masons of Labyrinth have 
been on a relentless pace to assist 
in removing the dark cloud of de-
spair hovering over Bryan/College 
Station.  
    Partnering with Sisters of Agape 
Chapter No. 38, a newly created 
organization under the Order of 
Eastern Star, Labyrinth continues 
to display the charitable attributes 
that Prince Hall Masonry brings to 
communities. 
    Over the past holiday season 
Labyrinth, partnered with Sisters of 
Agape, brought cheer to those in 
need by donating to Scotty's House 
(for battered and abused children)  
and the Angel Tree Program.  
    "Being that Scotty's House 
serves at least six counties, we 

wanted do our best to assist them 
with their cause, and it is always a 
pleasure to serve anyway we can,ò 
said Worshipful Master Tommy 
Jerkins.  
    When asked what cemented the 
decision to donate to the Angel 
Tree Program, Worthy Matron   
Tiffany Lee shared, ñI had always 
wanted to take a name off of the 
Angel Tree, so this year I wanted 
to do my part to make a child's 
dream come true."  
    Sister Lee and her husband, 
Bro. Richard Lee of Labyrinth, con-
tribute year around to organiza-
tions that benefiting the youth of 
Bryan/College Station and sur-
rounding areas.  
    ñThe charitable donations that 
Labyrinth Lodge made will have a 
very positive impact in our commu-
nity and surrounding areas,ò said 
Bro. Lee.  ñIt has truly been a 
Blessing to have an opportunity to 
make a childôs wish come true and 
also give a helping hand to Scottyôs 
House by providing a $300 dona-
tion.ò 
    With the charitable mind set of 
Labyrinth and Sisters of Agape, 
Brazos Valley seems to be on a 
path heading towards positive 
change. 

District 13 
Labyrinth Lodge No. 96, Sisters of Agape Chapter 

bear gifts in Brazos Valley  

Left to right: J.W. Ricky Belle, an Angel Tree Representative, Bro. Richard Lee, 

Treas. Kevin Harris, and Sec. Derren Williams.  


